
THE GROWTH OF FAITH IN A FAITHFUL GOD


A study of the dealing of God in the life of Abraham and his growth in faith from his call 
to his justification then to his severe test of faith.


I. The historical chronology of God’s redemptive plan.


God’s plan of redemption through Christ began in eternity past (1 Pet 1:20)


First reference to God’s plan of redemption—seed of woman will crush head of 
serpent (Gen 3:15)


Genealogy from Adam to Noah and birth of Shem (Gen 5:1-32)

Genealogy from Shem to Abram (Gen 11:10-32)


Two New Testament genealogies carry the line on from Abraham to Christ:

Abraham to Jesus (Matt 1:1-17)

Jesus back through Abraham to Adam (Luke 3:23-38)


Three Assumptions in this chronology:


1. Assumes Genesis 1 is narrative and not poetry. 

After a survey of Hebraists’ descriptions of biblical Hebrew poetry and narrative 
Steven Boyd developed a statistical analysis of these genres in the Hebrew text 
and applied it to Genesis 1:1-2:3. He found the probability that this Genesis 
passage is narrative is between .999942 and .999987 at a 99.5 percent 
confidence level. To call Genesis 1:1-2:3 poetry is indefensible. 

“Were it not for the unproven and unprovable theories of evolutionary biology, 
geology, and cosmology, and the faulty but rarely challenged assumptions of 
radioisotope dating, no one would be questioning what kind of text this is or the 
age of the earth.” (Steven Boyd in Coming to Grips with Genesis) 

2. Assumes six literal 24 hour days of creation.


“Three major implications arise from this study. First, it is not statistically 
defensible to read Genesis 1:1-2:3 as poetry. Second, since Genesis 1:1-2:3 is 
narrative, it should be read as other Hebrew narratives are intended to be read—
as a concise report of actual events in time-space history, which also conveys 
an unmistakable theological message. Third, when this text is read as narrative, 
there is only one tenable view of its plain sense:  these were six literal days 
of creation.” (Boyd)
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3. Assumes accurate genealogies in Genesis 5 and 11 with no gaps.


Timeline from Creation to certain historical events:

0 years 	    Creation of Adam

130 years     Birth of Seth

622 years     Birth of Enoch

687 years     Birth of Methuselah

930 years     Death of Adam—lived through birth of great-great-great-great-great 
grandson Methuselah

987 years     Translation of Enoch—walked with God (Gen 5:22), pleased God by 
faith and did not die (Heb 11:5)

1056 years   Birth of Noah

1559 years   Birth of Shem

1656 years   Death of Methuselah

1656 years   Beginning of flood

1657 years   Noah left the ark

1758 years   Peleg born—in his days earth divided (Gen 10:25)

1949+ years Birth of Abraham—around 300 years after the flood

2006 years   Death of Noah

2124+ years Death of Abraham

2159 years   Death of Shem


Abraham lived 2000 years after the Creation (according to Genesis genealogies)

Abraham lived 2000 years before Christ (2166-1991 BC, according to Walton)


Abraham is a key player in God’s redemptive plan. We will follow the events in the 
life of Abraham, noticing his growth in faith and the factors which promoted that 
growth. We will also look at Scriptures which apply truth to our lives from events in 
Abraham’s life.


II. Abraham’s growth in faith from his call to the selection of a bride for Isaac.


A. Repeated messages from God—the fuel of faith


First called in Ur (Acts 7:2-4; Gen 11:31; 15:7)


Then called from Haran (Gen 12:1-3)

Seven promises—6 in Haran and 1 at Shechem:

1. A great nation

2. God’s blessing

3. A great name

4. Will be a blessing

5. Protection

6. Will be channel of blessing to all families of the earth

7. Land (Gen 12:7) at Shechem
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God’s word through a priest (Gen 14:19-20)


B. God’s faithfulness to His promise, even when faith falters


Incident with Pharaoh (Gen 12:10-13)


Incident with Abimelech (Gen 20:1-18)


C. God cuts an unconditional covenant with Abraham (Gen 15:1-21)


Justification by faith (Gen 15:6)


Paul relates Abraham’s justification to ours (Rom 4:2-5)


Further revelation about the covenant and its guarantee (Gen 15:8-21)


D. The episode with Ishmael (Gen 16)


E. Further revelation, reaffirmation of the covenant, and growth in faith. (Gen 17-18)


Abraham is 99; the Lord appears to him as God Almighty & promises a son 
through Sarah. (Gen 17)


Soon after God appears visibly to Abraham and reveals the time of the birth of 
Isaac and affirms His ability to bring it to pass. (Gen 18)


The reason Abraham grew strong in faith. (Rom 4:19-21)


God reveals more about Himself to Abraham in the dialogue about Sodom. (Gen 
18:17-33)


F. The supreme test reveals a mature faith. (Gen 22)


After 40 years in Canaan Abraham exhibits perfect trust in the Lord.
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Abraham’s act was a confirming evidence of his justification by faith (Jas 
2:21-23)


G. The quest for a bride for Isaac (Gen 24)


God’s word and past faithfulness give Abraham confidence that his servant will 
acquire a bride for Isaac. (Gen 24:7)


III. Some lessons for us from the life of Abraham.


A. God is sovereign over all of life and He accomplishes His purposes. (Eph 1:11; 
Rom 8:29; 2 Cor 3:18; 1 John 3:2-3)


B. God is patient but He is always on time in keeping His promises. (2 Pet 3:9-10; 
Heb 6:15; 1 Kings 4:20; Rev 7:9-17; Matt 8:11; Eze 36:24-28)


C. We must feed on God’s promises and get to know His attributes to grow in faith 
and to assure our hearts before Him. (1 Pet 2:2; Heb 6:11-20)


D. Our faith will be manifested by persevering in obedience to God’s word. (Jas 
2:17-23)
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