
Holding on to Eternal Security 

Romans 11:20-22 

What happened eternal security? 
What about “once saved, always saved”? 
Did something happen somewhere between Romans 8 and Romans 11? 

Question:  How do  1) eternal security,                                    co-operate in the Bible? 
    2) commands to persevere,  
     and  
    3) warnings against falling away  
   
Possible answers:  1) they don’t go together, because the Bible is schizophrenic. 
   2) you are supposed to pick the verses that line up with what you want to   
    believe, and ignore the rest.  
   3) that’s why i don’t read the Bible.  

The real answer: they do co-operate. and we should believe and heed them all. 
  - Romans 8 and Romans 11 are in the same letter. 
  - 1 Peter 1:5 
  - Philippians 2:12-13 
  - Philippians 3:12 
  - 2 Thessalonians 2:13-15 
  - 2 Timothy 1:12-14 
  -2 Timothy 2:11-13 

The longer answer: 
[A] all three are in the Bible. 
[B] security belongs to genuine believers. 
[C] genuine belief inevitably results in obedience. 
[D] false profession will eventually be manifested. 
[E] warnings serve God’s purposes and our well-being. 
[F] eternal security and assurance of salvation are not the same. 
[G] faith is the key to perseverance. 

A thought for the concerned heart: 
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A. Eternal security, encouragements to persevere, and warnings against falling away are all in the 
Bible. 

Eternal Security 
• the word “saints” (Ephesians 5:3; Philippians 1:1). 
• perfect tense verbs in salvation passages:  

• Jn5:24 
• Ro5:1,2,9,10,11 
• Ro6:22 
• Ro7:4 
• Ro8:2 
• 1Cor1:2 
• 1Cor6:20 
• Gal2:20 
• Gal3:27 
• Gal5:24 
• Eph1:3 
• Eph2:5,8 
• Col1:12,22 
• Col2:13-14 
• Col3:3 
• 1Pet1:3 
• 1Jn3:14 
• 1Jn 5:11-12 
• Rev5:9-10 

• statements affirming eternal security of believers: 
• Mt24:22,24 
• Mt25:34 
• Mk13:20,22 
• Jn3:16,36 
• Jn5:21 
• Jn6:37,39,40 
• Jn10:27-30 
• Jn15:16 
• Jn17:2,6-10,12,24 
• Ro3:28 
• Ro4:16 
• Ro5:6-11 
• Ro8:28-39 
• Ro11:4-5 
• Ro11:29 
• 1Cor1:30 
• 1Cor3:23 
• Gal1:4 
• Eph1:3-8,11-14 
• Eph2:5-6 
• Eph4:30 
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• Phil1:6 
• Phil4:3 
• Col1:12-14 
• Col3:12 
• 1Thes5:23-24 
• 2Thes2:13 
• 2Thes3:3 
• 2Tim1:9,12 
• 2Tim2:11-13 
• 2Tim2:19 
• Ti1:1-2 
• Ti3:4-7 
• 1Pet1:3-5 
• 1Pet3:18 
• 1Jn2:25 
• Jude24-25 
• Rev5:9-10 
• Rev13:8,10 
• Rev21:27 

Encouragements to Persevere 
• 1Cor16:13; Phil2:12-13; 2Thess2:15; 1Tim4:16; 2Tim2:14 
• Benefits/results of perseverance 

• salvation (Mt24:13/ Mk13:13) 
• life and confidence in death (Lk21:16-19) 
• fruitful harvest for your labor (Gal6:9) 
• laying hold of eternal life (Phil3:12) 
• reconciliation with God (Col1:23) 
• faith and good conscience, avoiding shipwreck (1Tim1:18-19) 
• reigning with Christ (2Tim2:11-13) 
• tree of life, no 2nd death, authority over nations, and the Morningstar 

(Rev2:7,11,26-28) 
• crown kept, safe with God, sit with Christ (Rev 3:11-12,21) 
• relationship with God, eternal inheritance (Rev21:7) 

• Identity of those who persevere 
• true disciples that continue in His Word (Jn8:31) 
• anticipating and growing christians (2Pet3:13-18) 
• those who remain “with us” (1Jn2:19) 

• Enemies of perseverance 
• disobedience (Heb4:11) 
• false teachers / false doctrine (2Pet3:1-17) 
• idolatry, immorality, testing the Lord, grumbling (1Cor10:1-12) 
• carelessness (1Tim6:20-21) 
• weariness, losing heart (Gal6:9) 
• laziness (2Pet1:10-11) 

• Keys to perseverance  
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• Abide in Him (1Jn2:28) 
• Keep yourself in His love (Jude20-21) 
• Fight (1Cor9:23-27) 
• Work (2Pet1:10-11) 

Warnings against Falling Away 
• Mt13:18-23 
• Mt24:10 
• Lk8:18 
• Lk9:62 
• Jn15:6 
• 1Cor10:1-12 
• 2Cor11:3 
• Gal5:4 
• 1Tim4:1-3 
• 1Tim6:10,21 
• 2Tim2:11-13,18-19 
• 2Tim4:3-4,10 
• Hebrews 
• Heb2:1-3 
• Heb3:12-15 
• Heb6:4-8 
• Heb10:26-31 
• Heb12:15 
• Ja5:19-20 
• 2Pet2:20-21 
• Rev3:5,16 
• Rev22:18-19 

Page 4


