Saturday, March 23, 2019

D2: The Home: Marriage

Imperative # 1 -___________ your wife - Ephesians 5:25
A. By loving her in the same way Christ loves the church.
B. By making Christ’s example of love your standard of love. John 15:12
C. By following Christ as your role model.
1.

Set aside the focus of giving primarily to yourself. You are to turn away from your
selﬁshness, your control & manipulation, self gratiﬁcation & self absorption.
Other verses to consider: 1 John 4:7-21, 1 Peter 1:22, Romans 12:9-10, Titus 3:14

D. By loving and accepting her unconditionally in the same way Christ loves and accepts the believer
without condition.
E. By giving selﬂessly regardless of her response.
1 Corinthians 13:1-7
You must be patient, You must be kind, You must not be jealous or envious, Do not be boastful, Do not be rude, Do not be self-seeking, Do not be easily angered, You
must not keep a record of wrongs, Do not delight in evil, You are to bear all things, You must believe all things, Love hopes all things , Love endures all things.

Other verses to consider:
Romans 5:3; 12:10, Galatians 6:9, Hebrews 3:13; 12, Ephesians 4:29, 2 Corinthians 5:14-15, Proverbs 15:1

Imperative # 2 - _____________ your wife - Romans 15:7
A. You should die to self-interest and self-protection.
By dying daily to self-will and seeking God’s will in the same way Christ did as a demonstration of His love and
servant’s heart.
B. You must love her and accept her as she is rather than demanding that she change to please you.
Imperative # 3 _______________ your life for your wife - 2 Corinthians 5:15
A. You are to be willing to lay down your life for her, if called to do so, which is the way Christ
demonstrated love for the believers.

Imperative # 4 - ______________ your wife as you love yourself - Matthew 22:39
A. You are to focus on her welfare, desires and well-being as much as you focus on your own. Ephesians
5:28-30

Imperative # 5 - _______________ your wife as more important than yourself - Philippians 2:4
A. You are to protect her from hurt and harm more than you try to protect yourself.
B. You are to treat your wife as you desire to be treated. Matthew 7:12

Imperative # 6 -_____________ Christ in your love for your wife - Philippians 2:5-8
A. Your service to your wife is an outﬂow and an evidence of your love.
B. Biblical leadership is evidenced in service to your wife, family and others.
C. Your attitude is commanded to be the same as Christ’s, who humbled Himself, by assuming the role of
a slave.
D. True humility is evidenced in putting the interests and welfare of your wife and family before your own
and by giving of yourself regardless of inconvenience or of diﬃculties involved.
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Imperative # 7 - ____________ your wife - I Corinthians 11:3
A. You are to lead your wife because this is the position already given to you by God.
B. You lead your wife as Christ leads His Church by being a decision maker to whom she submits.
C. You lead by seeking wisdom in decision making through the Scriptures, prayer, and wise counsel. And
must consider all other biblical imperatives in your decision making.

REALIZE THAT NO DECISION IS A DECISION
You should not put your wife in a position to be tempted to take over your God-given responsibilities!
Consider: Proverbs 24:30-34

Imperative # 8 - ____________ and _____________ your family - I Timothy 5:8; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-13
A. Making sure all basic needs for physical sustenance, shelter, health, spiritual growth are given to them.
B. Be a diligent, responsible worker.
C. Adjusting your lifestyle to your income, learning to be content.
D. Not pursuing materialistic goals or lusting for what others have.
E. Protect your family by not being involved in excessive behaviors, work, hobbies.
F. Protect and teach by exhibiting and being a good role model.
G. Protect your family by being alert to what is viewed on TV and computers. What you hear on radio,
reading materials that enter your home.
H. Being alert to friends and companions.
I. Protect your family by not enabling or supporting the sin of a family member by ignoring evil
inﬂuences.
J. Protecting your family from wrong teaching and doctrines.
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Imperative # 9 - ________________ God’s design for intimacy in marriage - Genesis 2:24; I Corinthians 7:3-5; 1
Thessalonians 4:3-8
A. Understand God’s design for intimacy is an act of giving to your wife rather than receiving.
B. Understand that God’s goal is not performance but rather an expression of love is God’s goal.
C. Guard your mind: make purity of thought, attitude and behavior your goal; develop a biblical view of
sexuality.
D. Do not be controlled by sexual lust, which can lead to unreasonable demands on your wife.
E. Do not be dependent on sex to build your ego.
F. Do not seek to satisfy your sexual lust through pornography or other people.
G. Understand that your body belongs to your wife for sexual purposes.
H. Understand that God does not want you to selﬁshly deprive your wife.

Imperative # 10 - _______________ your burdens on the Lord - Psalm 55:22; 1 Peter 5:7
A. To sustain you as the leader in your home.
The husband is to be the source of strength and dependability in times of trial.
B. That you can comfort others in your home. (2 Corinthians 1:4)
C. Remaining calm trusting God’s suﬃcient grace. (2 Corinthians 12:9)
D. Role-modeling a thankfulness and contentment. (1 Thessalonians 5:18; Philippians 4:11)
E. Continually pointing your wife to a dependency on God.
F. Bearing her burdens. (Galatians 6:2)
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Imperative #11 - _____________ with your wife in an understanding way - 1 Peter 3:7-9
A. Be sensitive to her—show interest in her opinions and what is important to her.
B. Be compassionate, kind and considerate. (Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:12-14)
C. Do not be threatened by her gifts, holiness or service, but encourage them.
D. Seek her help and encouragement in areas where you need to grow and/or change.
E. Be willing to accept admonishment from your wife without being threatened or defensive.
F. Confess your sins to her and be willing to confess your sins to God with her as a witness. Lead by
example! (James 5:16, Philippians 4:9)
G. Make a habit of seeking forgiveness.
H. Be understanding by being a good listener.
I. Be understanding by encouraging her daily. (Hebrews 3:13)
J. Look for ways to compliment your wife, identifying evidences of God’s grace in her.
K. Frequently tell your wife that you love her and tell her why you love her.
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