book of the month Reasons We Believe by Nathan Busenitz
Christian, why do you believe in God? You likely would not answer that it is because
you were convinced from overwhelming evidence. In fact, according to Romans 1:20,
everybody, believers and unbelievers have plenty of evidence; we all see and even to
some extent know (v. 21) God revealed through His creation. Instead, this clearly
perceived truth is suppressed, exchanged, and rejected. Nevertheless, even if you
weren’t saved by the evidence, there is plenty of evidence for what we do believe.
An important part of apologetics being able to give reasons for our belief. However,
sadly, many apologetic texts and methods act like the main issue is proof. “If only I
could have tight enough logic or enough evidence, then they will believe,” it seems
that many apologists reason. Maybe you’ve thought, “If only I could prove beyond a
shadow of a doubt that Jesus really did rise from the dead, then my loved one would
believe.” What our naturally unbelieving heart needs isn’t just proof. God needs to
break through our dead, truth-suppressing heart; He loves to do that through His
Word, not proofs or demonstrations of the miraculous. As Jesus said, “If they do not
hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise
from the dead” (Luke 16:31).
Nathan Busenitz does a great job of starting with Bible first; he refuses to make the
Bible subservient or on trial (as if God’s Word was not authoritative). However,
Busenitz does an excellent job of laying out evidence from science, history, Biblical
studies, philosophy, and more in defense for the hope that is in us (1 Peter 3:15). The evidence does indeed confirm just
what God’s Word says.
The book can be used as a reference, excellent to quickly introduce you to the most important aspects of any apologetic
topic. Thankfully, it is well footnoted so that you can do more research if you need to. However, while you can use this book
as a reference tool, in my opinion, Reasons We Believe is best read
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