
A Biblical Survey of Tongues - part 1
Miscellaneous Scriptures
Sunday, December 28, 2014

INTRODUCTION:

I. The Old Testament foundation under tongues.

1. Genesis 11:7-9.

2. Genesis 12:1-3.

3. Deuteronomy 28:49.

4. Jeremiah 5:15.

5. Isaiah 28:11.

6. Isaiah 33:17-19.

➡ 7 observations from Deuteronomy 28, Jeremiah 5, Isaiah 28 and 33:  1.)  Israel is the 
point of reference - the languages will be foreign to them.  2.)  Israel will be in rejection 
of the Lord.  3.)  It will therefore be a judgment context.  4.)  Earthly languages will be 
in view.  5.)  Unbelieving nations acting as enemies speak their foreign language over 
Israel.  6.)  The foreign language will not be understood by the Jews.  7.) There will be 
nothing supernatural in the speaking of the foreign languages.
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The duration of tongues as discipline over Israel
(Deuteronomy 28; Jeremiah 5; Isaiah 28, 33)

II. The New Testament phenomenon of tongues.

1. Acts 1:3-8.

2. Acts 2:1-11.

3. Acts 10:44-46.

4. Acts 19:6.
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Israel’s preparation
predicts tongues
(Deuteronomy 28)

Israel’s kingdom
restoration through
Messiah removes
tongues (Isaiah 33)



➡ Observations from Acts 2, 10, 19:  1.)  Israel is still the point of reference - the languages 
are foreign to them.  2.)  The overall context of Acts makes it clear the Jews are still 
rejecting Messiah (Jesus).  3.)  A judgment or discipline context is therefore still present 
for the Jews.  4.)  Earthly languages are still in view in Acts.  5.)  But here is where some 
significant divergences from the OT’s teaching about tongues occur - In Acts the only 
ones speaking foreign languages are believers in Messiah Jesus who have received the 
Holy Spirit.  6.)  The foreign languages appear to be understood by others who know 
the languages.  7.)  In Acts, those speaking the foreign language were supernaturally 
given the ability to speak the language they did not know or study.

The duration of tongues as discipline over Israel
(Deuteronomy 28; Jeremiah 5; Isaiah 28, 33)

Three sets of questions as we close part 1:

1. What place, if any, will tongues have if the preaching context becomes less and less Jewish-
centered?  When the gospel advances into the world where there are no Jews, does tongues 
have any function (see the green dotted line)?  Was tongues a tool for the church to help 
evangelize everywhere or a sign for unbelieving Jews?

2. When was 1 Corinthians written?  Where does 1 Corinthians fit into Acts?  What influence 
should our study in Acts have on what Paul teaches in 1 Cor 12-14 concerning tongues?  How 
will what 1 Corinthians 12-14 teaches about tongues relate to what Acts reveals about 
tongues?

3. Is it possible we’ve allowed our charismatic or pentecostal brothers to define tongues for us 
from their experiences?  Isn’t it time, instead, to allow God’s word to define tongues for us and 
submit our experiences God’s truth?

III. A walk-through of 1 Corinthians 12-14.  (Lord-willing, next week - Januray 4)
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??

Tongues at the
preaching of the
gospel and coming
of the HS in Acts


