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A Primer on Holiness 
Selected Scriptures 
Sunday, February 13, 2011 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

 

I. Holiness exists, because God exists, Ex 15:11; 1 Sm 2:2; Is 6:3; Lk 1:49; Rv 4:8; Ps 89:35; Is 5:16; 
Js 1:13; Hb 7:26; Jn 6:68-69; Mk 1:23-24; 1 Pt 1:14-16 (Lv 19:2). 
 
 
 
 

II. Sin is exceedingly evil hostility against a holy God, Mk 7:20-23; Gn 6:5; Ps 5:4-5; 7:11; Lk 12:49; 
Is 64:6. 

 
 
 
 

III. Holiness is gained only through union with Christ. 

 

1. Postional holiness was secured for us, Hb 10:10; Ac 26:18; 1 Cor 1:2; 6:9-11. 

 

 

 

 

2. Practical holiness is well supplied for us, 1 Pt 1:14-16; Rm 6:19, 22; 2 Cor 7:1; 2 Tm 2:21. 

 

 

 

 

3. Perfect holiness will be sure for us, 1 Th 3:11-13; 5:23-24. 

 

 

 

 

“True holiness, we surely ought to remember, does not consist merely of inward sensations and impressions.  It is 
much more than tears, and sighs, and bodily excitement, and a quickened pulse, and a passionate feeling of 
attachment to our own favourite preachers and our own religious party, and a readiness to quarrel with everyone 
who does not agree with us.  It is something of “the image of Christ,” which can be seen and observed by others in 

our private life, and habits, and character, and doings.”  Ryle XX 
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“True sanctification then does not consist in talk about religion, in temporary religious feelings, in outward 
formalism and external duties, in retirement from our place in life, and the renunciation of our social duties, in the 
occasional performance of right actions.” Ryle 29-32 

 

“Sanctification, again, is a thing which admits of growth and degrees.  A man may climb from one step to another in 
holiness, and be far more sanctified at one period of his life than another.  More pardoned and more justified than he 
is when he first believes, he cannot be, though he may feel it more.  More sanctified he certainly may be, because 

every grace in his new character may be strengthened, enlarged, and deepened.”  Ryle 24 
 
“. . . believers are eminently and peculiarly responsible, and under a special obligation to live holy lives.  They are not 
as others, dead and blind and unrenewed:  they are alive unto God, and have light and knowledge, and a new 
principle within them.  Whose fault is it if they are not holy, but their own?  On whom can they throw the blame if 
they are not sanctified, but themselves?  God, who has given them grace, and a new heart, and a new nature, has 

deprived them of all excuse if they do not live for His praise.”  Ryle 24 

 

IV. “Holy ones” is a most unusual name for believers! 

 

 

“Why are Christians, disciples, brothers/sisters, and slaves called “saints” or “holy ones”?  They were not holy before 
salvation; they are not holy as God alone is during their lives on earth; and they will not be without sin until after 
death in heaven.  But Scripture clearly, frequently, and emphatically declares believers to be “saints” or sanctified 
ones”. . . . Why “saint?”  It is the one name out of the five mentioned previously that focuses on God’s attribute of 
holiness (cf. Isa 6:1-8) and His design that all true believers in Christ increasingly demonstrate and emulate this 

quality as their certificate of Christian authenticity (cf. Heb 12:10).”  TMSJ 21:2, 144 

 

V. Holiness now is necessary to prepare us for heaven. 

 

“Most men hope to go to heaven when they die; but few, it may be feared, take the trouble to consider whether they 
would enjoy heaven if they got there. Heaven is essentially a holy place; its inhabitants are all holy; its occupations 
are all holy.  To be really happy in heaven, it is clear and plain that we must be somewhat trained and made ready 

for heaven while we are on earth. . .  We must be saints before we die, if we are to be saints afterward in glory.” Ryle 
28 
 
“What could an unsanctified man do in heaven, if by any chance he got there?  Let that question be fairly looked in 
the face, and fairly answered.  No man can possibly be happy in a place where he is not in his element and where all 
around him is not congenial to his tastes, habits, and character.  When an eagle is happy in an iron cage, when a 
sheep is happy in the water, when an owl is happy in the blaze of noonday sun, when a fish is happy on dry land—

then, and not till then, will I admit that the unsanctified man could be happy in heaven.” Ryle 28-29 
 
“Heaven is a holy place.  The Lord of heaven is a holy being.  The angels are holy creatures.  Holiness is written on 
everything in heaven. . . How shall we ever be at home and happy in heaven, if we die unholy?  Death works no 
change.  The grave makes no alteration.  Each will rise again with the same character in which he breathed his last.  
Where will our place be if we are strangers to holiness now?  Suppose for a moment that you were allowed to enter 
heaven without holiness.  What would you do?  What possible enjoyment could you feel there?  To which of all the 
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saints would you join yourself, and by whose side would you sit down?  Their pleasures are not your pleasures, their 
tastes not your tastes, their character not your character.  How could you possibly be happy, if you had not been holy 
on earth?. . . I know not what others may think, but to me it does seem clear that heaven would be a miserable place 
to an unholy man.  It cannot be otherwise.  People may say, in a vague way, they ‘hope to go to heaven;’ but they do 
not consider what they say.  There must be a certain meetness for ‘the inheritance of the saints in light’ (Col 1:12).  
Our hearts must be somewhat in tune.  To reach the holiday of glory, we must pass through the training school of 
grace.  We must be heavenly-minded, and have heavenly tastes, in the life that now is, or else we shall never find 

ourselves in heaven, in the life to come.” Ryle 53-54 

 

VI. Comforts for those in the fight for holiness. 

 

“Sanctification is a thing which does not prevent a man having a great deal of inward spiritual conflict.  By conflict I 
mean a struggle within the heart between . . . the flesh and the spirit, which are to be found together in every 
believer (Gal 5:17).  A deep sense of that struggle, and a vast amount of mental discomfort from it, are no proof that 
a man is not sanctified.  Nay, rather, I believe, they are healthy symptoms of our condition, and prove that we are 
not dead, but alive.  A true Christian is one who has not only peace of conscience, but war within.  He may be known 

by his warfare as well as by his peace.” Ryle 25-26 
 
“Sanctification (progressive or practical holiness) is a thing which cannot justify a man, and yet it pleases God.  The 
holiest actions of the holiest saint that ever lived are all more or less full of defects and imperfections.  They are either 
wrong in their motive or defective in their performance, and in themselves are nothing better than ‘splendid sins,’ 
deserving God’s wrath and condemnation.  To suppose that such actions can stand the severity of God’s judgment, to 
atone for sin, and merit heaven is simply absurd. ‘By the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified.’ ‘We conclude 
that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law.’ (Rom 3:20-28)  The only righteousness in which we can 
appear before God is the righteousness of another—even the perfect righteousness of our Substitute and 
Representative, Jesus Christ the Lord.  His work, and not our work, is our only title to heaven.  This is a truth which 
we should be ready to die to maintain.  For all this, however, the Bible distinctly teaches that the holy actions of a 
sanctified man, although imperfect, are pleasing in the sight of God. . . ‘Children obey your parents in all things: for 
this is well pleasing unto the Lord’ (Col 3:20). ‘We keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in 
His sight’ (1 John 3:22).  Let this never be forgotten. . . Just as a parent is pleased with the efforts of his little child to 
please him, thought it be only by picking a daisy or walking across a room, so is our Father in heaven pleased with 
the poor performances of His believing children.  He looks at the motive, principle, and intention of their actions, and 

not merely at their quantity and quality.” Ryle 26-27 
 
“I do not say for a moment that holiness shuts out the presence of indwelling sin.  No:  far from it.  It is the greatest 
misery of a holy man that he carries about with him a “body of death;” that often when he would do good, “evil is 
present within him”. . . .  But it is the excellence of a holy man that he is not at peace with indwelling sin, as others 

are.  He hates it, mourns over it, and longs to be free from its company.” Ryle 46-47 
 
“Neither do I say that holiness comes to ripeness and perfection all at once, or that these graces I have touched on 
must be found in full bloom or vigour before you can call a man holy.  No:  far from it.  Sanctification is always a 
progressive work.  Some men’s graces are in the blade, some in the ear, and some are like full corn in the ear.  All 
must have a beginning.  We must never despise “the day of small things” (Zech 4:10).  And sanctification in the very 
best is an imperfect work. . . The gold will never be without some dross—the light will never shine without some 
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clouds. . . The holiest men have many a blemish and defect when weighed in the balance of the sanctuary.  Their life 
is a continual warfare with sin, the world, and the devil; and sometimes you will see them not overcoming, but 
overcome.” Ryle 47 
 
“I am sure we should all be ready to make allowance for much backsliding, for much occasional deadness in 
professing Christians. . . Gold is not the less gold because it is mingled with alloy, nor light the less light because it is 
faint and dim, nor grace the less grace because it is young and weak.  But after every allowance, I cannot see how 
any man deserves to be called “holy,” who willfully allows himself in sins, and is not humbled and ashamed because 
of them.  I dare not call any one “holy” who makes a habit of willfully neglecting known duties, and willfully doing 
what he knows God has commanded him not to do. . . I do not understand how a man can be a true believer unto 

whom sin is not the greatest burden, sorrow, and trouble.” Ryle 48 

 


